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Whether you’re planning an intimate beachfront ceremony or an elegant ballroom 
affair, the Sawgrass Marriott® Golf Resort & Spa is the ideal destination to begin 
your journey together. Certified Event Planners, custom catering menus and 
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can rest assured that your guests will enjoy your wedding as much as you do.
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North & Central Florida

F R O M  T H E  E D I T O R
The hottest wedding 

trends of 2019 include the 
use of vibrant colors, modern 
touches, mixed bridesmaid 
dresses and destination 
weddings. Bohemian Chic 
weddings with an emphasis 
on fabrics and colorful florals 
are popular for today’s North 
& Central Florida bride and 
groom.  Depending on your 
venue and the couple’s 
inspirations, there are so 
many fantastic ways to 
decorate for the ceremony 
and reception. Incorporating 
nature into every aspect, this 
romantic and relaxed style is 
easy to achieve. 

North & Central Florida 
Bride magazine is an excellent guide in planning your very own 
unique themed wedding.  Our resource and venue directories 
provide a comprehensive list of all the necessary wedding vendors 
and locations to plan your special day! 

All your wedding planning needs will be met in this issue with a 
step by step guide for the bride and groom, stylized shoots of today’s 
popular wedding trends and top locations for destination weddings!

Katie Johnson
Executive Editor
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Seventh Edition 2019

North & Central Florida

Weddings 
Destination

FEATURED 
Ceremonies
Real-Life Weddings

California, Florida & Georgia

BE A PRINCESS 
FOR A DAY

 Hope
Tiara
Western 
Boho Chic
2019 Wedding 
Theme Trends

Yellow Diamonds have captured the sun’s rays like no other gemstone.  The dramatic and brilliant glow among 
these diamonds makes them a favorite among celebrities, and as a result, they are the most 

widely known of colors.      

The vast majority of all diamonds contains some nitrogen.  In most yellow diamonds the nitrogen atoms have 
grouped themselves in very specific ways.  This happens during and right after the diamond is formed.  
These nitrogen arrangements absorb light in the blue region of the spectrum producing a yellow color.    

Yellow diamonds can contain an orange, green, or brown modifying color. 

Premier Custom Jeweler 
833.387.7411
ufjewelry.com
OFFERING 36 MONTHS SAME AS CASH

ON 
THE 

COVER

Contest Winner
Kelly Wilson and Mike Allen
February 23, 2019

Photographer  
Footstone Photograpy

North Central Florida 
Bride is pleased to feature 
Kelly Wilson as our cover 
bride. Thank you to all the 
photographers for submitting 
countless photographs of 
North & Central Florida Brides.

North Central Florida Bride Magazine is published semi-annually by North 
Central Florida Bride, LLC. 150A N Roscoe Blvd., Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 
32082. 386-288-7117. All rights reserved. Reproduction in whole or in part 
of any text, photography or illustration only with written permission of 
the Publisher. North Central Florida Bride, LLC, its officers, staff members 
or writers do no warrant the accuracy of or assume a responsibility for 
any of the material contained herein. All letters, text and photo material 
received by the North Central Florida Bride Magazine has been considered 
authorized for publication.

SouthernPines

Happily Ever 
After begins 
in the Pines

 386-623-2451

397 SW Oyster Shell Glen 
Lake City, Florida 32024

Southern Pines Venue

Matt Whytsell Photography
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DESERVES A WORTHY

DESTINATION

Imagine reciting your vows on a quiet stretch of beach under the Florida sunshine  

as the gentle waves of the Atlantic Ocean act as your backdrop.

At Embassy Suites by Hilton St. Augustine Beach Oceanfront Resort, we offer couples the unique opportunity to recite  

their vows on a one of kind ocean front ceremony lawn. Proceed to your reception in our magnificent ocean front  

5,200-square-foot Anastasia Ballroom. A unique location for the St. Augustine area.

To arrange a private tour contact our wedding sales specialist at 904.342.4407

 300 A1A BEACH BLVD. |  ST. AUGUSTINE BEACH  |  FLORIDA | 32080

embassystaugustine.com
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FEATURES
10 NAPA WINERY EXPERIENCES

Napa Valley is home to over 400 wineries in California’s 
wine country. We visited Charles Krug, Stag’s Leap and 
Chateau Montelena tasting exquisite wines and touring 
the vineyards.

12 NAPA VALLEY FROM THE SKY
Touring the Napa Valley and Sonoma regions from 
2,200 feet in the air provides an amazing vantage point 
of the area’s vineyards and expansive landscape. Napa 
Valley Balloons is the regions preferred hot air balloon 
company for your ride in the sky.

33 ROYALTY FOR A DAY
Regional brides can be a princess on their wedding 
day by renting the Hope Tiara, a one-of-a-kind dia-
mond tiara by Gianni Vincent Jewellers. 90% of the 
rental proceeds benefit Runway for Hope, an Orlan-
do charity for pediatric cancer patients.

36 WEDDING PLANNING TIMELINE
He proposed & you said YES! What next?
Our wedding timeline will help you every step of the 
way in planning your big day. Pull out our checklist 
and add it to your wedding planning book.

38 KIRSIKKA JEWELRY
Beautifully handcrafted American made jewelry as 
precious and unique as she is. Featuring Gainesville’s 
premier wedding vendors.

56 WESTERN BOHO CHIC
Bohemian Chic Weddings are trending nationwide as 
brides incorporate natural, rustic and vintage details 
into all aspects of their special day. Flowing gowns, 
greenery and “fairy” hair styles are elements of this 
earthy theme.

64 HOME IS WHERE THE HEART IS
Buying your first home as a married couple can be 
quite overwhelming. This detailed home buyers 
guide will assist you through the process and tell you 
where to start the path towards your dream home!

REAL LIFE WEDDINGS

DESTINATION WEDDINGS 
& HONEYMOON RESORTS

RESOURCES

Featuring weddings from local couples telling 
their “love story” from their perspective. It’s 
all about how they met, fell in love and their 
walk down the aisle. Grab your tissues as you 
read these romantic tales of true love.

8   Melissa & Patrick
14   Judy & Todd
24   Kori & Albert
34   Katee & Gary
50   Rachel & Tyler

18  WEDDINGS AMONG THE WINERIES: 
 Dream weddings in Napa Valley’s wine country

28  LIVE YOUR FAIRYTALE: Winery weddings at 
 Chateau Elan, just a short drive from Atlanta, GA

46  WHITE SAND + WHITE DRESS = DREAM 
 DESTINATION DESTIN WEDDING: 
 Weddings at the Henderson Resort in Destin, FL

52  THE WESTGATE RESORT: Weddings set on the iconic 
 Cocoa Beach Pier

42  VENUE DIRECTORY
70  RESOURCE DIRECTORY

68 PRISTINE & PRIVATE IN 
PONTE VEDRA BEACH
The Sawgrass Marriott Golf Resort & Spa is North-
east Florida’s ultimate resort wedding venue. With 
access to the resorts private beach and setting 
among lush gardens and water features, the bride 
and groom have various stunning options for their 
perfect wedding location.
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Almost nine years ago to the 
day, St. Augustine served as 
the very first meeting point 
for Patrick and I. He was in 
school at Flagler College and 
I was in college in Providence, 
Rhode Island. My roommate 
Danielle was planning a trip 
during spring break to visit a 
friend at Flagler, so we made 
a trip of it. It just so happened 
that Patrick’s roommate was 
good friends with the girl we 
went to visit. Not long after we 

landed, we found ourselves enjoying historic downtown St. Augustine.   
The group of friends were all out in downtown St. Augustine having a 
good time when Danielle and I went up to Patrick to ask for a picture 
with him because we thought he looked like John Mayer (how corny!).  
Good thing we did because Patrick and I started talking and hit it off.  
We ended up hanging out every day that we went out.  The last night 
we were in town Patrick and I had our first kiss.  

After that trip Patrick and I became friends on Facebook.  We didn’t 
keep in touch much but would occasionally like each others posts 
and I would ‘creep’ Patrick because I always had a crush on him.   The 
year after I graduated I was living outside of Boston and I randomly 
got a message on Facebook from Patrick asking when I was coming 
to Florida.  I was so excited and could not believe he still remembered 
me.  We started messaging back and forth and I made a trip back to St. 
Augustine to visit Danielle’s friend but secretly to see Patrick again.  The 
night I got into town Patrick and I met up at a bar and from then on 
we were inseparable.  We began dating long distance from Boston to 
St. Augustine.  I had always vacationed on the beach in Florida with my 
family so I was loving the warm weather and beach town and always 
wanted to move to Florida.  After a year I was able to get transferred 
with my company to Gainesville, FL.  We did long distance from Ponte 
Vedra Beach, FL to Gainesville, FL for  3 years when I finally got a new 
job in Jacksonville and was able to relocate.  

After a year of living in Jacksonville, Patrick surprised me one night in 
August with a proposal on Vilano Beach during a sunset after eating at 
our favorite restaurant in St. Augustine.  We moved in together shortly 
after and got married a year and a half later.

F E A T U R E D  C E R E M O N Y

melissa 
and patrick

M A R C H  2 ,  2 0 1 9

4 
Making it all happen:

Venue  Sawgrass Marriott Resort & Spa
Photographer Lindsay Deloach

L O V E ,  F U L L  C I R C L E

melissa and patrick
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The winery offers walk in tastings and 
various “experience” tours for wine 

lovers. We chose the intimate “Library 
Tasting” where we enjoyed new and 

vintage Montelena classics in the 
estate private library.

Napa 
Winery 
Experiences

Napa Valley boasts over 400 wineries in California’s premier 

wine country.  From cave tours to mountainside tasting, visitors 

to the area focus on wine tasting experiences instead of packing 

in as many wineries as possible. With 95% of the wineries family-

owned and operated, guests feel welcomed to relax and lounge 

making new friends.

Today’s wine excursions and tours range from food and wine 
pairing tastings to adventurous ATV rides through the vineyards. 
There is something for everyone to make the best Napa Valley 
memory. During our tour of the area, we enjoyed several private 
and group tastings savoring the palettes of the region.

Our visit began with the first winery in Napa Valley, Charles 
Krug Winery. Opening in 1861, the winery was the first to offer 
tastings and one of the only wineries allowed to host weddings 
on its stunning, historical estate. For over 150 years, Charles 
Krug has been producing award winning wines stewarded 
by the Robert Mondavi family. For an intimate education on 
the wine country industry, the 90-minute tour and tasting 
in the award-winning Redwood Cellar is the perfect place to 
begin your first day. Our favorite and their specialty wine is the 
Cabernet Sauvignon.

Just off the Silverado Trail north of the town of Napa, travelers 
will be enamored by Stag’s Leap Wine Cellars. Set among 
gardens and rows of vineyards, the peaceful mountain views 
create the perfect backdrop for a legendary tasting. We 
recommend the estate wine tasting & cave tasting tour offering 
a unique tour through the wineries underground caves and 
ending with picturesque mountain views. Although Stag’s Leap 
Wine Cellars is known for producing the Cabernet Sauvignon 
that won the 1976 Judgment of Paris, we also enjoyed the full-
bodied KARIA Chardonnay. 

Our last stop of the day ended with the other Judgement of 
Paris winner, Chateau Montelena. Located on the Northern end of 
the region in Calistoga, the estate is situated along the stunning 
sanctuary of Jade Lake.  The winery offers walk in tastings and 
various “experience” tours for wine lovers. We chose the intimate 

“Library Tasting” where we enjoyed new and vintage Montelena 
classics in the estate private library. Our favorite of course was the 
Judgement of Paris winner Chardonnay.

For more information on Napa Valley wineries and tours, 
explore visitnapavalley.com.
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Touring the Napa Valley region is a 
wonderful experience, but seeing it from 
around 2,200 feet and higher is absolutely 
spectacular! Napa Valley Balloons provides 
award winning hot air balloon rides in the 
Napa Valley and Sonoma regions. Their classic 
balloon flight departs daily at sunrise and 
includes pre-flight refreshments,  a 45 minute 
to 1 hour flight and post-flight sparkling wine 
celebration with breakfast.

Private 2-person balloon flights are available 
to take romance to new heights and are ideal 
for marriage proposals & anniversaries. Paired 

with a delicious breakfast and ending with 
a sparkling wine toast at Domaine Chandon 
Winery to commemorate the special event. 
Guests will spend a total of 4 to 5 hours for the 
entire adventure.

The company uses state of the art balloons that 
are FAA certified and American made. All pilots 
are highly experienced and are very entertaining, 
making the experience fun and safe of course. 
The baskets can hold up to 16 guests and baskets 
are made of hand-woven rattan. 

For more information or to book your tour, 
visit napavalleyballoons.com.
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In early Spring of 2006, I was 
contacted by a Seattle-based 
marketing and advertising firm 
to lead their Event Marketing 
Division as its new Director.  As 
part of the interview process, my 
final meeting was in fact with 
my future husband Todd, who 
was the agency’s Vice President.  
Little did either of us know, that 
over the next several months, we 
would learn that not only did we 
share a mutual respect for each 
other’s professional experience 

and capabilities, but we also had much more in common including NCAA 
football and basketball, trying new restaurants, bantering over politics and 
great wine, which led us on trips to the Napa and Sonoma region.

During this time, neither of us imagined our professional and friendly 
relationship would turn into anything more serious, but I had other plans.  
Later that summer, I invited Todd to dinner in advance of a large show 
load-in and over a seafood feast on the water, told him that I wanted to see 
him more outside of work, on a more serious basis; and that if he needed 
to fire me from the agency in order to do so, that would be ok with me! Fast 
forward 2 years later, we welcomed our beautiful daughter Charlotte Sofia.

Over the next 9 years, Todd and I launched our own Event Marketing & 
Services agency together and enjoyed great success as business and life 
partners but did not have time for our own wedding.  Producing projects 
and large events for others, doesn’t allow for time to plan the perfect day we 
always wanted.  Rather than squeeze in a visit to the Justice of the Peace, we 
determined it would be best to thoughtfully plan how this very special time 
in our lives should look and feel.

Jump forward to January 2016 and our first visit to Charles Krug Winery as 
an engaged couple.  The setting was perfect for the elegant and exclusive 
experience we wanted to create, not only for us but also for our families and 
close friends.  As a long time event planner and designer I had very specific 
ideas about how the day should flow, going so far as creating day of schedules 
for all vendors, including the Pastor!   

Utilizing the Carriage House and great lawn, the venue served as the 
canvas for a mix of elegance and comfort, a stunning reception designed 
by us and an experience that could only be achieved at Charles Krug.  The 
guest list totaled only 54; but Todd and I agree that, “all the people who 
attended, were those who were supposed to be there.”  Our guests dined 
on 6 gourmet courses designed by myself and the Chef at The Girl and The 
Fig Caterers, all of which were paired with wine from Charles Krug.  To close 
out the evening, the crowd was touched by speeches from Todd and our 
daughter Charlotte who served as my Maiden-of Honor, and enjoyed a 
multi-tiered cake from Perfect Endings.

Now our family visits Napa, St. Helena, Oakville and Yountville at least once a 
year to reconnect with all of those who were involved in our special day and 
all of whom we consider extended family.

F E A T U R E D  C E R E M O N Y

judy 
and todd

J U LY  1 6 ,  2 0 1 6

4 
Making it all happen:

Venue  Charles Krug Winery
Photographer Kopol-Bonick Photography

M A R R I A G E  B Y  D E S I G N

judy and todd
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and large events for others, doesn’t allow for time to plan the perfect day we 
always wanted.  Rather than squeeze in a visit to the Justice of the Peace, we 
determined it would be best to thoughtfully plan how this very special time 
in our lives should look and feel.

Jump forward to January 2016 and our first visit to Charles Krug Winery as 
an engaged couple.  The setting was perfect for the elegant and exclusive 
experience we wanted to create, not only for us but also for our families and 
close friends.  As a long time event planner and designer I had very specific 
ideas about how the day should flow, going so far as creating day of schedules 
for all vendors, including the Pastor!   

Utilizing the Carriage House and great lawn, the venue served as the 
canvas for a mix of elegance and comfort, a stunning reception designed 
by us and an experience that could only be achieved at Charles Krug.  The 
guest list totaled only 54; but Todd and I agree that, “all the people who 
attended, were those who were supposed to be there.”  Our guests dined 
on 6 gourmet courses designed by myself and the Chef at The Girl and The 
Fig Caterers, all of which were paired with wine from Charles Krug.  To close 
out the evening, the crowd was touched by speeches from Todd and our 
daughter Charlotte who served as my Maiden-of Honor, and enjoyed a 
multi-tiered cake from Perfect Endings.

Now our family visits Napa, St. Helena, Oakville and Yountville at least once a 
year to reconnect with all of those who were involved in our special day and 
all of whom we consider extended family.
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Making it all happen:

Venue  Charles Krug Winery
Photographer Kopol-Bonick Photography
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2800 Main Street
Helena, CA 94574

707-967-2223

charleskrug.com

Breathtaking
Weddings

at The Charles Krug Estate



3733 Southside Boulevard, Suite 2
Jacksonville, FL 32216

904.374.2825  |  ValeriesBridalBoutique.com
Family Owned • Tuxedo Rentals • Formal Wear

Bridal Accessories • Alterations

We will find your 
dream dress!

ValeriesBoutiqueJacksonvilleFl

ValeriesinFL

ValeriesBoutique

Valerie’s Bridal

Mobile DJ Services, LLC
Serving North Florida for 23 Years! 

We customize your event to make it the day of your dreams!
Our services are available for local and destination events. 

Call us to see how we can make your next event outstanding!

Rusty Bailey
Master Emcee/DJ

Call or Text (386) 965-4940
baileysdj@gmail.com



Weddings Among 
the Wineries
in Napa Valley

A bride cannot imagine a more romantic setting for her 

dream wedding than among the rolling hills of grape vines 

and vineyards in California’s wine country.  Napa Valley boasts 

over 400 wineries, charming towns lined with specialty 

boutiques and restaurants, plus some of the top-rated spas in 

the country. The region retains all the makings for the perfect 

wedding day and honeymoon destination.

In planning your wine country matrimonial 

masterpiece, we highly recommend incorporating the 

expertise of a local wedding planner. Most wineries 

are not allowed to host the ceremony and reception 

and are only available for bridal parties and rehearsal 

dinners. There are several locations throughout the 

region that can accommodate all aspects of your event 

from the pre-parties, the ceremony and through the 

honeymoon. We visited The Charles Krug Winery and 

The Silverado Resort & Spa as two of our favorite Napa 

Valley wedding venues.
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Charles Krug Winery
Dating back to 1861 and one of 5 wineries in Napa Valley 
that can host weddings, The Charles Krug Winery has been 
named one of the “best wedding venues in Napa Valley” by 
Food & Wine Magazine. The estate offers several idyllic venue 
site options and can host up to 250 guests in the indoor 
spaces and up to 800 guests in the outdoor spaces. From 
a pastoral ceremony in the grove surround by the vines or 
on the first floor of the Carriage House, there are numerous 
options for nuptials. For bridal parties, rehearsal dinners and 
the reception the winery offers use of the historic Carriage 
House, Guest House or Great Lawn.

The backdrop of The Great Lawn overlooks the vineyard 
and offers unparalleled views in a park-like setting among 
heritage oak trees. From cocktail receptions to elaborate 
plated dinners, The Great Lawn can accommodate several 
wedding parties for the bride and groom.

The Redwood Cellar with its rustic yet modern setting is a 
perfect space for pre-wedding parties and rehearsal dinners.  
This venue lends views of the Family Reserve Barrel Room 
through a wall of giant windows allowing guests to feel like 
they are part of the winery.

The Carriage House which dates from 1881 is offset on the 
estate allowing privacy from the winery and tasting visitors. 
The second story dining and ballroom has an impressive 
soaring cathedral ceiling lined with wood beams and details. 
The floors finished in old-growth redwood add to the warm 
and rustic ambiance of the room. Views of the vineyards and 
trees are seen through expansive arched doorways. 

The venue can provide a list of preferred vendors and the bride 
and groom can select their own caterer and menu.  Of course, 
the wedding couple and guests can pair the Charles Krug 
award winning wines with the meal creating the perfect dining 
experience. The venue provides all chairs and tables needed for 
all your wedding day needs at no additional charge. For more 
information, visit charleskrug.com.
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The Silverado Resort & Spa
As a full-service resort in the heart of Napa Valley, The 
Silverado Resort & Spa is the ultimate destination wedding 
location. The resort offers upscale lodging and activities to 
fill your wedding weekend itinerary. With 340 rooms and 
suites, 5 restaurants and bars, 2 PGA championship golf 
courses, 10 Plexipave tennis courts,10 swimming pools 
and an amazing 16,000 sq. ft. spa, the wedding couple and 
guests will never want to leave.

The Silverado Resort & Spa has several distinct venue options 
from a picturesque vineyard to a grand ballroom. The resort 
provides an on-site wedding specialist to assist in all aspects 
of wedding planning. Customized wedding packages will 
include innovated farm-fresh menus, photography, flowers, 
entertainment & more.

The Grove is Silverado’s most popular ceremony location. The 
unique outdoor space is situated among towering oaks and 
lush gardens with stunning mountain views. The romantic 
brick courtyard rests in between the two golf courses and can 
accommodate 100-250 guests for the ceremony and reception. 

The Mansion Gardens, Fairway Deck and Grand Ballroom 
afford an indoor-outdoor space of 18,000 square feet 
complete with a vineyard, lawn and seasonal 5,000 square 
foot pavilion.  Many couples will use the Mansion Gardens 
for the ceremony and then move into the Fairway Deck or 
Grand Ballroom for the reception. Those venues allow for up 
to 350 guests.

For intimate weddings up to 100 guests, The Vineyard 
provides the perfect place for the ceremony and reception. 
Situated in the Silverado Vineyards, The Vintner’s Court 
overlooks the golf course and is flanked by beautiful 
landscaping and towering trees with the misty Vaca 
Mountains in the background. The Vineyard venue is truly a 
magical spot for smaller weddings.

The Silverado Resort & Spa has a full-service wedding team 
ready to assist you in planning your wedding weekend 
itinerary.  The wedding couple and guests will never tire of the 
resorts’ activities and dining options plus the spacious lodging 
available. For more information, visit silveradoresort.com.
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Albert and I met in 
2004, my sophomore 
and his senior year 
of high school. We 
shared mutual friends 
so we began hanging 
out in social settings 
and our chemistry 
was undeniable. We 
became close friends 
and the spark was 
definitely there but 
at the time, we were 
both unsure of the 

unfamiliar territory of interracial dating. After graduation, he 
went away to college on a football scholarship and I finished 
high school with him always in the back of my mind. We 
stayed in touch and always saw each other when he was home 
for breaks. He graduated from college in May of 2010 and I 
completed nursing school at the same time. We re-connected 
and the spark that was always there turned into a flame we 
could no longer deny. The timing was finally right and we 
began dating. Everything was perfect.

In 2012, I had the opportunity to do travel nursing in California. 
As hard as it was leaving him I felt like I really needed to do 
this for myself. Before I left, I told him “if we are meant to be 
we will be” and he responded with “you’re going to be my wife 
one day”. Being only 23 at the time, I knew I loved him but his 

F E A T U R E D  C E R E M O N Y

kori 
and albert

F E B R U A R Y  2 4 ,  2 0 1 8

4 
Making it all happen:

Venue  Sweetwater Branch Inn
Photographer Liz Golden

Event Planner Always Eventful, Kristin Zupancic

L O V E  P R E V A I L S

kori and albert

certainty scared me. While traveling, I loved California and my 
freedom, but something was always missing. After 2 years of 
traveling I came home for a visit and we saw each other for the 
first time after losing contact for over a year, and I immediately 
knew. He was that missing piece that made me complete. I am 
so thankful he loved me enough to let me go spread my wings 
having faith that in the end our love would prevail.

I returned home in 2015 and we picked up right where we left 
off. We were engaged in February of 2017 and wed 1 year later. 
Surrounded by our family and closest friends at Sweetwater 
Branch, our big day was everything we could have imagined. 
On our 1-year anniversary we received an amazing gift, 
finding out we are expecting our first child, a baby boy due 
in November. Looking back I never imagined I would find my 
soulmate in the halls of high school but I would not change it 
for anything. 
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CHATEAUELAN.com

Château Élan Winery & Resort 
The Southeast’s premier wedding destination.  Château Élan Winery & Resort is 
located just 40 minutes north of Atlanta. On the estate sits a 16th century-styled 
French château with full-service winery and tasting room, a AAA Four Diamond 
Inn with 40,000 sq. ft. of ballroom space, European spa, 45 holes of championship 
golf, tennis center, seven delectable restaurants and more.  Speak with one of our 
wedding professionals and let us help you begin planning today. 

678-425-0900               www.chateauelan.com        

100 Rue Charlemagne Dr, Braselton GA 30517

Our castle, your fairytale.



A short drive from Atlanta, Château Élan 

Winery & Resort is a 4 Diamond destination 

nestled among 3,500 acres. This 17th 

Century French styled hotel is a unique 

wedding venue with stately architecture 

and picturesque views. The resort boasts 

an award-winning winery with 35 acres 

of luscious vineyards, a world class golf 

course with 63 championship holes, hard 

and clay tennis courts and the ultimate spa 

experiences in the 3 level Spa Mansion.

Château 
Élan

Live

 Your Fairytale at
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The property has an imperial European feel with 
rolling hills surrounded by rows of vineyards and 
rose gardens. The Winery is perched above the Inn 
and Spa Mansion adding to the already grand and 
elegant charm. Lush landscaping full of trimmed 
hedges, refined roses, seasonal flowers and vines 
fill the gardens and pathways. Manicured lawns 
with tables, benches and chairs provide ample 
space to relax and take in the majestic energy of 
the resort. 

 Local and regional brides flock to Château Élan 
to create the fairytale wedding of their dreams. 
Multiple ceremony and reception venue options 
at the resort can host small intimate parties up to 
formal large-scale affairs. One of the most popular 
ceremony locations is the Rose Vineyard located 
adjacent to the Winery. Seating up to 200 guests, 
this romantic location is an intimate setting 
with convenient location to the Winery Pavilion 
perfect for the reception. Indoor ballrooms can 
accommodate smaller nuptials from 20 in the Van 
Gogh Room up to 600 in the Paris Ballroom. The 
outdoor terrace and lawn are perfect for pre-
wedding parties and another stunning outdoor 
ceremony location. The courtly glass topped 
Atrium is a show stopper when the bride ascends 
down the stunning Grand Staircase.  The resorts 
on staff wedding specialist and catering team 
will partner with the bride and grooms wedding 
planner to arrange all details of the special day. 

 Château Élan is an ideal destination wedding 
and honeymoon location. With 2 hotel sites, the 
resort has 275 rooms at the Château Élan Inn, 95 
rooms in the adjacent Hampton Inn & Suites, 14 
Spa Suites and 14 Golf Villas to meet all your 
wedding guests lodging needs. There are 7 dining 
options from the casual Le Soleil Pool Bar to a 
more elegant evening at the Marc restaurant 
located inside the Winery. Paddy’s Irish Pub and 
the L’Auberge have a lighter, casual feel and 
evening entertainment many nights of the week. 

 The wedding couple and guests will be 
entertained the entire wedding weekend with 
the resorts on-site activities. Outdoor enthusiasts 
can partake in a day of golf or tennis, relax by 
the pool, hot tub and fireside patio or take a 
stroll through the resorts’ beautiful grounds and 
trails. A weekly schedule of events includes fun 
adventures in culinary courses, painting classes 
and fitness in the Spa gym. Of course, the ultimate 
choice for relaxation and wellness can be achieved 
in a day at the world class Spa at Château Élan 
in the decadent Spa Mansion. Guests can book 
services from total body treatments to hair care 
or purchase a Spa Day Pass to enjoy the spa 
facilities.  Patrons can relax and unwind at the Spa 
Mansion and dine at Fleur-de-Lis restaurant which 
promotes healthy living in its beautifully crafted 
lighter fare menu. 

 The wedding weekend wouldn’t be complete 
without a visit to the Winery Tasting Room. Wine 
enthusiasts can choose from multiple tastings and 
tours to enjoy the Wineries varietals while learning 
about the winemaking process. The expansive 
Tasting Room is finished with bar and booth 
seating allowing for guests to sample wines in both 
a learning and relaxing environment. After the 
tasting and tour experiences, guests can enjoy the 
Winery Lawn in Adirondack chairs with built-in wine 
glass holders or have fun with a game of corn hole. 

 To book your fairytale winery wedding, visit 
chateauelan.com.

“...an imperial European feel 

with rolling hills 

surrounded by rows of 

vineyards and rose gardens.”
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Royalty For a Day

Every bride wants to feel like a 

princess on her wedding day and now 

that dream is achievable with the 

launch of The Hope Tiara.

The Hope Tiara is a One-Of-A-Kind 

diamond tiara designed by Gianni 

Vincent Jewellers. Valued at $312,000, 

the original Hope Tiara is crafted into 

2 connecting tiers, The Heart of Hope 

Tiara featuring an equisite 5 carat heart 

shaped diamond , and Hope Eternal, 

a magnificient princess style tiara. 

The tiaras can be worn separately or 

together for an impressive look. Rental 

of the tiaras begins at $1,200 with 

90% of the proceeds going to Runway 

for Hope, an Orlando charity helping 

pediatric cancer patients.

For more information, contact 

Gianni Vincent Jewellers at 408-217- 

ROCKS (7625).



Everyone knows the easiest 
way to start a fire, is with a 
match. And let me tell you, I 
struck it HOT. Dating in the 
21st century is hard, I was 
determined to find a guy that 
wasn’t from my
small town of Lake City. At 
the time I was 25, with two 
businesses and I really didn’t 
have time to date around. I 
downloaded the popular 
dating app Match and set 
my location to Jacksonville, 

because, well, I just had no luck in Lake City. After various dates in 
the “big city”, I was left disappointed. Sure, they were nice and all but 
none of them really were my type, but.. what was my type, anyways? I 
didn’t even know! One evening I received a message from Gary, he was 
so polite and kind, I felt the sparks instantly. He was in the middle of 
deleting his Match app after feeling the same disappointment with his 
dates, but my reply to his message popped up, in the nick of time!

After talking online, I checked out his profile one more time.. NO! LAKE 
CITY! Why hadn’t I ever heard of him? Not only was he only a few miles 
from me, but we had friends in common. How had my friends been 
keeping this handsome, sweet, small town boy from me?! Once he asked 
me on our first date, I accepted immediately. And if he wasn’t what I was 
expecting, then oh well, life goes on!  After our first date, we discovered 
how different, yet alike we are.  It was an instant connection,  or as you 
could say... a perfect “match”. It turns out, our friends never introduced 
us because they thought Gary was far too “country” for me, and that I 
was much too “city” for Gary. Before meeting Gary, I had never been 

“mudding” or really done much outdoors. Before me, Gary had only been 
out of the state, once. Now we’ve traveled all over together. 

On our 1 year anniversary, I was finishing up a class at Florida Gateway 
College, and Gary told me that he wanted to take me to dinner, he said 
he wanted to re-create all of our first date. The first place he took me 
was Lake Isabella where we sat and talked for hours. I look over and I 
see our kids from behind the big oak tree (we have 3, combined), they 
were walking holding a huge sign that read “ Will you marry me?”. I 
honestly couldn’t believe it. We had been inseparable since our first 
date, and now a year later, he wanted “ME” to be his wife? I of course 
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Wedding 
Planning 
Timeline

When You Get Engaged
Choose wedding date

Decide on a budget

Confirm availability of ceremony site

Choose type of wedding

Research reception venues

Start guest list

Consider using a wedding planner

Create a wedding website

6-9 Months Before 
the Wedding

Order your accessories (veil, jewelry, shoes, etc.)

Start planning the honeymoon

Choose wedding day transportation

Select groom & party attire

Finalize wedding gift registries

Enjoy your special day, here comes the bride!

Wedding Day!
Sleep in, relax and have a nice breakfast 
because YOU MADE IT TO THE BIG DAY!

Go to the salon and have your hair & makeup done

Don’t forget your something old, something new, 
something borrowed, something blue

1-3 Months Before the Wedding
Mail invitations to guests

Book accommodation for wedding night

Organize itinerary for out of town guests

Finalize menu with caterer

Set up appointment with hair/makeup stylists

Discuss ceremony plan including vows/readings

Select rehearsal dinner site

Apply for marriage license

Order wedding accessories, guest book, pen, unity candle/cross, 
ring bearer’s pillow, programs, garter, etc.

Arrange bridal party’s final fittings

Purchase wedding rings

Confirm all selections, bookings and appointments

1-2 Weeks Before the Wedding
Bring marriage license to the officiant

Create a wedding day schedule and give to all parties 

Give final guest head count to the caterer 

Ask a family member or friend to be the guest book attendant

Discuss your photo plan with the photographer and videographer

Pack for the honeymoon

Make arrangements to pick up your gown

Write thank you cards to gifts you have received so far

Have bachelorette and bachelor parties

Write checks for officiant and other vendors

Send wedding announcement & photo to local paper

9-12 Months Before 
the Wedding

Choose a wedding gown & order it

Select your reception venue

Start looking at wedding rings

Select wedding party & order gowns

Hire ceremony & reception music

Hire a photographer - The good ones can
book up to one year in advance!

Choose invitations and order when ready

Send “Save the Date” cards

Book a block of hotel rooms for guests

Hire florist, caterer, videographer, etc.

Decide on decorating ideas, linens, colors,
lighting, etc.

Start gift registries

Choose wedding cake company

3-6 Months Before 
the Wedding

Order the wedding cake

Finalize honeymoon plans

Select wedding guest favors

Discuss music selections for 
Ceremony & reception

Instruct mothers to select their attire

Apply for a passport if needed 

Discuss menu with caterer

Purchase wedding gifts for each other
and the wedding party

Order any rental items needed

Set up rehearsal time

Finalize guest numbers/list

Make a seating plan
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Beautifully custom 
handcrafted jewelry 

as precious and 
unique as she is.

Kirsikka Jewelry
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Proud American 
Craftsmanship, 
don’t settle for 

what everyone else has!

Gainesville Wedding Vendors:
Bridal Gown provided by The Wedding Cycle

Photography provided by Philip Marcel Photography

Jewelry provided by Kirsikka Jewelry

Kirsikka Jewelry
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Our venue directory showcases the 
top local and destination venues for 
your dream wedding or honeymoon. 
We encourage you to read the 
descriptions, and decide for yourself.

Venue
Directory

The Barn at Cottonwood
 452039 Old Dixie Hwy, Callahan, FL 32011 

904.677.1350 | barnatcottonwoodranch.com

The experience matters. Choose a venue that offers the best 
possible experience. The Barn at Cottonwood Ranch is the premier 
Northeast Florida venue, and perfect for indoor barn or outdoor 
ranch ceremonies and receptions. Located on 759 acres of pristine 
pasture in Callahan, home to 500 angus cattle, multiple ponds and 
hardwood forests Cottonwood Ranch is a peaceful natural setting 
uniquely situated for your wedding ceremony and reception.

Inside The Barn there is room for 299 guests. Constructed primarily 
with hardwood from the ranch, it includes a cathedral ceiling, front 
and side porches, exceptional chandeliers and large windows. 
A noble setting both indoor and out offer wide open spaces, and 
intimate features perfectly suited to create lifelong experiences.

Westgate Cocoa Beach Resort
3550 N Atlantic Ave., Cocoa Beach, FL 32931

321.783.2230 | westgateresorts.com

The Westgate Cocoa Beach is a luxury oceanfront hotel situated 
on Florida’s Space Coast. Couples can plan their beach wedding 
at the world-famous Cocoa Beach Pier which extends 800 feet 
into the Atlantic Ocean. Unparalleled water views can be seen 
from the Piers’ ballroom venues and restaurants. The Westgate 
Cocoa Beach offers complete wedding packages to coordinate the 
entire wedding weekend from nuptials to the reception. The newly 
updated resort provides villa style accommodations with 2-bedroom 
suites so that guests will have elegant designed rooms with the 
comforts of home. On-site amenities include the beach, a water 
park, lazy river and adult relaxation area. 
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Sweetwater Branch Inn
625 East University Avenue, Gainesville, FL 32601

352.373.6760 | sweetwaterinn.com

Imagine your wedding and reception taking place amid lush 
gardens with fl owing fountains, strands of lights and inviting 
courtyards, all with the convenience of a covered patio and 
elegant banquet hall. The Sweetwater Branch Inn, located in the 
heart of historic downtown Gainesville, offers the vintage backdrop 
with modern amenities you expect from a world class resort.
 
Your reception details are taken care of by our friendly and 
knowledgeable staff who will help you create the wedding of your 
dreams. With over 50 years combined event and catering experience, 
we can’t wait to help you plan your wedding, reception, rehearsal 
dinner or other special event. You and your guests will be treated to 
fantastic food, stellar service and an unforgettable occasion.

Southern Pines
397 SW Oyster Shell Gln, Lake City, FL 32024

  386.623.2451 |   Southern Pines Venue

Located in the heart of North Central Florida, Southern Pines is full 
of natural charm certain to make your wedding memorable. Your 
lasting love will begin among the tranquil surroundings of the pond, 
tall pines, and Live Oaks adorning the property. The adjoining open 
pole barn seats up to 200 comfortably, and offers the amenities 
you and your guests expect for a romantic fun filled celebration. Your 
bridal party can prepare for the ceremony in a private cabin.
Enjoy your day surrounded by natural beauty under the oaks next to 
the pond and pine trees, family and friends. Afterward you and your 
guests can make way to the barn for a catered meal and celebration 
of the recent ceremony. The barn offers space for your professional 
DJ, up-lighting and dancing. Consider Southern Pines as the site to 
begin your lifetime of happiness.

The Silverado Resort & Spa
1600 Atlas Peak Road, Napa Valley, CA 94558

707.257.0200 | silveradoresort.com

The Silverado Resort & Spa in Napa Valley, CA is a full-service 
resort in the heart of wine country. The resort offers several 
wedding venue options from intimate ceremonies up to 100 guests 
to larger events up to 350. An on-site wedding team will assist the 
couple in planning all wedding weekend details. Stunning ceremony 
locations like the Grove and The Vineyard are set in nature under 
towering oaks or amongst the vines. The Fairway Deck and Grand 
Ballroom are perfect for the reception party after the couple 
say their “I Do’s”. Wedding guests will be entertained the entire 
weekend with the resorts’ activities and on-site dining.

Sawgrass Marriott 
Golf Resort & Spa

 1000 PGA Tour Boulevard, Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida 32082 

904.285.7777 | sawgrassmarriott.com

Whether you’re planning an intimate beachfront ceremony or an 
elegant ballroom affair, the Sawgrass Marriott® Golf Resort & Spa 
is the ideal destination to begin your journey together. Certified 
Event Planners, custom catering menus and multiple memorable 
ceremony options - both indoors and out, will make planning 
your day a breeze. And with a private beach, full-service spa and 
championship golf, you can rest assured that your guests will enjoy 
your wedding as much as you do.

855.741.2777 | hendersonbeachresort.com

Located in desirable Destin, FL on the Emerald Coast, The 
Henderson is a premier wedding destination. Situated on pristine 
white sand beaches and with 200 acres of private preservation, 
the elegant hotel is the perfect wedding and honeymoon venue 
to say “I do”. The Henderson has several venue choices and can 
accommodate smaller intimate weddings to larger events hosting 
up to 400 guests. Beach and water views can be seen from most 
vantage points providing the perfect backdrop for the bride and 
grooms nuptials and wedding photos. Beautiful guest rooms and 
on-site amenities will make the ultimate wedding weekend.

      The Henderson
200 Henderson Resort Way, Destin, FL 32541

A Salamander Beach 
& Spa Resort

904.461.9004 | embassysuites.com

We know exactly what it takes to help create your spectacular 
wedding. You can relax and count on our trusted planning 
professionals to help you coordinate every aspect including on-site 
catering. Our ballroom and event spaces are all flexible enough for 
all sizes of events. In addition to fantastic resort amenities, we 
have an expert staff to match! When you need help with planning 
the event, you can reach out and we’ll organize everything for you.
If you prefer a day of lounging, our ideal oceanfront location on St. 
Augustine Beach is perfect for basking in the Florida sun. Or you 
can relax next to our resort-style pool or explore our selection of 
water sports activities.
Located in historic and charming St. Augustine, this venue offers 
everything you and your guests expect for the perfect wedding experience. 
Shopping, museums and the Castillo de San Marcos will provide an 
exciting backdrop for you and your guests before and after the wedding.

by Hilton St. Augustine 
Beach Oceanfront Resort   Embassy Suites

300 A1A Beach Blvd., St. Augustine, FL 32080

Chateau Elan Winery & Resort
100 Rue Charlemagne, Braselton, GA 30517

678.425.0900 | chateauelan.com

Weddings at Château Élan are one-of-a-kind. From large, luxurious 
ballroom receptions, to intimate vineyard elopements to industrial chic 
celebrations, the property offers many options to suit every style and 
vision. Including the world class Spa at Chateau Elan and Chateau and 
Woodlands golf courses.

Few occasions are celebrated as elegantly and joyfully as a winery 
wedding at Château Élan. Our wedding specialists and catering team 
are dedicated to arranging the perfect event for you and your guests at 
Georgia’s most magnificent wedding destination. We will work closely 
with you to tailor every special moment to match your personal style and 
preference. Our goal is to dazzle.

Charles Krug Winery
2800 Main Street, St. Helena, CA 94574

707.967.2223 | charleskrug.com

The wedding package includes use of The Great Lawn, Redwood Cellar 
and The Carriage House. With a park-like setting filled with heritage 
oak trees and surrounded by vineyards, our Great Lawn is the perfect 
backdrop for your ceremony. From elaborate, al fresco dinners under the 
stars, to fun and creative cocktail receptions with hors d’oeuvres, we offer 
myriad opportunities to express your personal style. Recently renovated, 
the Redwood Cellar dates back to 1872. Rustic, yet modern, with high, 
open-beam ceilings and giant windows showcasing our Family Reserve 
Barrel Room, it’s the perfect setting for a rehearsal dinner or pre-wedding 
party. Our historic Carriage House, with its renovated ballroom and dining 
room, soaring cathedral ceiling, stunning period chandeliers, and arched 
doorways, offers a gorgeous setting for an unforgettable celebration. 
Built in 1881, this building pays tribute to the rich history of Napa Valley. 
Offering dramatic views of our legendary estate, the Carriage House is an 
ideal spot for an elegant dinner, followed by an evening of dancing.
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With a selection of stunning venues, The 
Henderson can accommodate any wedding from 
an intimate gathering to a large-scale event with 
up to 400 guests. The resort assists with all planning 
needs including custom catering and has several 
wedding package options to meet every couples’ 
needs. Venues include multiple interior spaces, 
a gracious ballroom, and 20,000 square feet of 
exterior venue options.

Planning your storybook wedding at The 
Henderson starts with your vows! The resort offers 
several stunning locations to say “I Do” from nuptials 
on the private beach to manicured beachside 
lawns. Considered one of the best ceremony 
locations in Destin, the Beachside East Green offers 
unparalleled water views and can accommodate up 
to 250 guests. From the Rooftop Terrace to dining 
poolside to the elegant Crystal Ballroom, the resort 
can accommodate the perfect wedding reception.  
The resort has additional venue choices for the 
reception including private rooms, The Primrose 
restaurant, The Veranda Deck and a rooftop terrace 
for al fresco dining. 

The resort can accommodate all wedding 
weekend activities and accommodations. Guests 
can choose from 170 spacious guest rooms with 
various water to preserve views and 8 suites 
including 16 luxurious spa rooms with adjacent 
private spa elevator. The wedding couple and 
guests can fill their free time lounging by the 
resorts pool and beautiful private beach or dive 
into adventurous water sports like snorkeling and 
fishing. Activities can be added to the wedding 
itinerary and the on-staff Recreation Team will 
assist in planning excursions and events. On-site 
The Henderson offers day time bike, kayak, paddle 
board, boogie board and beach set up rentals. The 
full-service sunlit fitness center is equipped with all 
your exercise needs and the exquisite Salamander 
Spa provides ultimate relaxation in its 10,000 square 
feet of elegantly appointed treatment rooms and 
therapeutic spaces.

Start planning your Destin Dream Destination 
Wedding at Hendersonbeachresort.com.
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for al fresco dining. 

The resort can accommodate all wedding 
weekend activities and accommodations. Guests 
can choose from 170 spacious guest rooms with 
various water to preserve views and 8 suites 
including 16 luxurious spa rooms with adjacent 
private spa elevator. The wedding couple and 
guests can fill their free time lounging by the 
resorts pool and beautiful private beach or dive 
into adventurous water sports like snorkeling and 
fishing. Activities can be added to the wedding 
itinerary and the on-staff Recreation Team will 
assist in planning excursions and events. On-site 
The Henderson offers day time bike, kayak, paddle 
board, boogie board and beach set up rentals. The 
full-service sunlit fitness center is equipped with all 
your exercise needs and the exquisite Salamander 
Spa provides ultimate relaxation in its 10,000 square 
feet of elegantly appointed treatment rooms and 
therapeutic spaces.

Start planning your Destin Dream Destination 
Wedding at Hendersonbeachresort.com.
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Our story starts in preschool 
where we met. Tyler and I both 
were in K4 together at The 
Rock School. We stayed there 
and grew up together. It wasn’t 
until high school when we fell 
in love. We went on a field trip 
to Disney and this is where 
our relationship started. It was 
a fun and exciting trip where 
we got to hang out outside 
of a school environment and 
just have a good time. The day 
before my senior year he went 

to my dad to ask if he could date me. So cute! Three months into our 
relationship he was in Tennessee playing in a basketball tournament 
where he was kneed in the abdomen. When he got to the hospital, 
the doctor said that he had a tear in his liver and a partially collapsed 
lung. There was a possibility of him not surviving. This is when I knew 
without a doubt I loved him because I couldn’t imagine living life 
without him. He spent a while recovering in Tennessee and came back 
home only to have to go to the hospital again. Having something like 
this happen in the very beginning of our relationship definitely helped 
us build a foundation for the rest of it. We dated for two and a half 
more years and on Valentine’s Day 2018 he proposed! He said we were 
going to a restaurant but started driving to his house instead. As we 
entered his neighborhood he blindfolded me. He led me through the 
house and into the backyard where he and his family built a gazebo! 
They had set up so many beautiful candles and strung up a bunch of 
old pictures of us like a garland. It was so romantic and we had a big 
party afterwards with all of our friends and family. We got married on 
December 8, 2018 and married life is the best! Since both of us were 
only 20 years old many people wondered why we decided to get 
married, but when you know! So, why wait?

F E A T U R E D  C E R E M O N Y

rachel 
and tyler

D E C E M B E R  8 ,  2 0 1 8

4 
Making it all happen:

Event Planner  Keith Watson Events
Photographer Footstone Photography, Kristin Privette

Honeymoon Spot The Biltmore, Asheville, NC

F R O M  S C H O O L  T O  M A R R I A G E

rachel and tyler
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Westgate
THE

Cocoa Beach
The Westgate Cocoa Beach Resort is a beachfront 

paradise located on Florida’s desirable Space Coast. As a 

luxury resort hotel, The Westgate Cocoa Beach provides 

concierge services and amenities combined with the 

comforts of home. The newly renovated 2-bedroom 

villas allow families the space to relax comfortably while 

taking in the sun, sand and fun of the Atlantic Ocean. 
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Guests can relax by the beach with a private 
cabana, soak sun by the pool, relax in the 335-
foot Lazy River or splash in the water slides at the 
Wakulla Falls Water Park. Adults needing a break 
from all the fun will find solace in the poolside 
Makua Lanai Adult Relaxation Zone. This outdoor 
oasis with large lounge seating and hot rock firepit 
provide the ultimate refuge after a day at the beach. 

The resort is located only a mile from the world-
famous Cocoa Beach Pier which hosts award 
winning oceanfront restaurants, shopping and 
unparallel views from 800 feet over the water. The 
Westgate offers complimentary transportation 
to the pier so guests can dine and enjoy all 
entertainment and activities.

/sweetascyn      @sweetascynbakes

SweetAsCyn.net • Cynthia@SweetAsCyn.net

904.327.1845 

The Cocoa Beach Pier provides the perfect 
backdrop for a beach wedding. With 4 restaurants 
and 5 bars, there are ample ballroom and restaurant 
venue options to accommodate weddings from 
20 to 1,000 guests.  Couples can choose from 
beachfront ceremonies in the sand to indoor 
nuptials in the grandeur of the elegant oceanfront 
venues. Indoor and outdoor settings all provide 
spectacular ocean views and the vantage point 800 
feet over the water allows for dramatic wedding 
photos. The Westgate Cocoa Beach Resort offers a 
complete wedding package that will coordinate all 
aspects of the big day from scheduling the officiant 
to the reception menu planning. 

For more information on weddings at the 
Westgate Cocoa Beach, visit westgateresorts.com.
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Western Boho Chic
We absolutely love unique themed weddings 

and this western bohemian chic wedding at 

The Barn at Cottonwood Ranch in Callahan, Fl 

pulls it off perfectly.
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Using nature and a fabulous outdoor space, 

this blended theme is a mixture of natural, 

rustic and vintage details. Boho Chic Weddings 

have a soft and enchanted feel that is inspired 

by the outdoors. Earthy elements with rich 

color pallets and textures.

A Bohemian wedding gown is free 

flowing and typically covered or accented 

in lace. These romantic dresses are relaxed 

and comfortable to wear. Many brides add 

greenery, crowns, flowers and loose braids for 

a boho “fairy” hair style.

Cakes are layered in nature with flowers, 

herbs and fruits for a gorgeous, organic look. 

Semi-naked cakes are the newest trendsetter 

where the layers and filling of the cake are 

exposed.
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Venue:
The Barn at Cottonwood Ranch 

(Callahan, FL)
Photography:

LH Photography
Stationery: ByCuddles

Gowns: Jalona Marie Bridal and Beauty Within

Tuxedo: Generation Tux 

Hair stylist: Brooke Haddock

Make-up artist: Kiara Shanelle
and Monica Hayes

Bakery: Sweet As Cyn

Florals: Floral Designs by Kari

Rental Decor: Event Decor And More 

Fine China: Dish It Out

Western Boho Chic
Wedding Top 10

1. Ranch or Barn Venue
2. Hay Bales for Seating
3. Comfy Lounge Furniture
4. Lace Wedding Gown
5. Horses on Site
6. Antique Linens, Plates & Glassware
7. Ambiance Lighting with 
 Chandeliers, String Lights
8. Decorative Accents Like Dream 
 Catchers, Wild Flowers, Boho Rugs,
 Rustic Tables, Lanterns, Mason Jars 
 & Fairy Lights
9. Cakes with Crystals, Flowers & Herbs
10. Boho Bull Skulls
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Kiara Shannelle
Professional Makeup Artist

Kiara specializes in bridal, beauty, runway, commercial, and editorial makeup. 
Kiara’s work has been featured on Project Runway, as well as being published in 

such major magazines and websites as Jet Magazine, Vogue Italia, and Etsy.com.

kiarashannelle.com • 904.635.8916

photographywithlh.com | 904.705.5311 
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Down Payment
The down payment is your contribution towards 

the sales price of your home, and it is determined as 

a percentage of the sales price. The lowest possible 

down payment is 0%. The Veterans Administration (VA) 

allows 0%, and Ameris Bank offers its own first-time 

homebuyer (FTHB) loan called Ameris Dream with 0% 

down payment. Depending on your household income, 

Freddie Mac and Fannie Mae have 3% down payment 

FTHB loans. The Federal Housing Administration’s (FHA) 

minimum down payment is 3.5%. Freddie and Fannie 

also offer 5% down payment loans for higher household 

income FTHB borrowers. Down payment assistance 

programs are available to qualifying borrowers and can 

also be used towards closing costs in certain situations. 

It is favorable to make as large a down payment as you 

can afford. Down payments create equity in your home, 

reduce your monthly mortgage payment and could 

possibly eliminate monthly mortgage insurance. 

Closing Costs
Closing costs are different from and additional to your 

down payment. They represent the costs of purchasing 
your home. Closing costs will vary if you are paying cash 
for your home or obtaining a mortgage loan, and will 
differ based on the type of loan, interest rate and sales 
price (among other factors). Closing costs can include, 
but are not limited to, the cost of the property appraisal, 
lender fees, escrow company costs, and taxes. 

Ask your realtor about seller-paid closing costs and 
credits, which may be available to you depending on 
the situation and can be used towards your closing costs. 
Also, open a savings account to begin saving as much 
disposable income as possible. Your savings will be helpful 
when paying your down payment and closing costs.

Realtor
Choosing a realtor is very important. Your realtor 

is your advocate during the house search, purchase 
process, contract stage, inspection and closing. They will 
advise on available listings in your desired neighborhood 
and sales price, and coordinate showing you the homes. 

is where the heart is!
The wedding and honeymoon are 

over. Now is the time to create your 

forever after. Planning a wedding 

is a busy and hectic time. So hectic 

you may not have considered the 

single largest investment most 

couples make: buying a home.

Buying a home is a big decision, 

and one that will set you on a path 

to establishing household stability 

and building equity. This article will 

help you create a home purchasing 

strategy, sharing insights on down 

payment options and closing costs, 

and best practices on selecting a 

realtor and lender. 
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Once you decide on a property and make an offer, 
your relator will work with the seller or homeowner to 
negotiate the price.

Lender
A lender will provide the financing for the new home. 

This can be a national, regional or local bank, credit union 
or mortgage company. A lending institution may have 
physical locations or strictly exist online. The person you 
work with might be called a loan officer, loan originator, 
or mortgage banker. You may meet in-person, interact 
online, speak  on the phone or correspond over email 
throughout the entire process. 

Find a lender who offers the service you want, because 
you will rely on this individual to explain available interest 
rates, loan programs and closing costs, among other 
things. Your lender will shepherd your loan application 
through the underwriting process and final clear to 
close. A best practice is to obtain more than one lender’s 
estimate of your interest rate, closing costs before 

deciding which lender to work with. Contact a lender 
early in the process of buying your home in case your 
credit needs improving. The lender will advise you on how 
much you can afford to borrow and will work closely with 
your realtor.

It may seem like the home buying process is a complicated 
one, but I encourage you to not let it intimidate you. Work 
with reputable professionals during the process. Start saving 
money now for the down payments and costs associated 
with buying your dream home.

This article was written by Ameris Bank Mortgage Banker 
David Johnson. With over 12 years of mortgage banking 
experience, David’s greatest reward is helping homebuyers 
experience their homeownership dreams. Visit David 
online at amerisbank.com/DavidJohnson or call direct 
at 386.288.7117. NMLS #1446956. The opinions voiced in 
this material are for general information only and are not 
intended to provide specific advice or recommendations for 
any individual. All loans are subject to credit approval. 





Pristine & Private 
in 

Ponte Vedra Beach

The Sawgrass Marriott Golf Resort & Spa is your ultimate 
resort wedding venue on the East Coast of Florida. This exquisite 
resort can accommodate weddings of all sizes - from intimate 
gatherings on the beach to large, lavish black-tie events. With 
60,000 square feet of indoor event space and gorgeous outdoor 
venues, you and your fiancé can choose the best location for 
your special day. Featuring lush gardens, water features and 
access to our private beach, your nuptials will be picture perfect! 
Our team of certified event planners are available to help with 
every detail of the wedding planning allowing you to relax and 
joyfully celebrate your big day with loved ones.

Our resort features luxurious guest rooms equipped with 
an array of upscale amenities and beautiful views of the resort 
grounds. Our 7 celebrated restaurants allow you and your guests 
to indulge in fresh Florida seafood, prime steaks, decadent 
desserts, tropical cocktails and more. Our resort offers endless 
activities, including our on-site Sawgrass Spa for bridal events 
that features 18 treatment rooms, a private spa pool, nail salon, 
fitness center and blow dry bar. The groom and his groomsman 
can play like the pros, with our privileged access to TPC 
Sawgrass’s 2 golf courses. If you want fun in the sun, take a dip in 
one of our 4 on-site pools or relax on the white sand beaches of 
our private Cabana Beach Club.

 The Sawgrass Marriott Golf Resort & Spa will help create 
lifelong wedding memories for you and your guests here in 
Florida. For more information, visit sawgrassmarriott.com.



150 Valley Circle 
Ponte Vedra Beach FL, 32095
904-285-5524
www.bogeygrille.net

Ponte Vedra’s home to great food and family fun!
We have burgers, salads, seafood, and the best wings in town.
Tons of TV’s and 3 big screens to watch all your favorite sports.

Full bar for the adults and a game room for the kids.
We take reservations!
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sonnysbbq.com | 877.SONNYS.1

Sonny’s BBQ

Break out the BBQ, it’s party time.
 
Whether in a black tie, a backyard or a 
boardroom, BBQ makes any gathering a good 
time.  At Sonny’s BBQ we offer party-sized 
portions of slow-smoked favorites, sides, 
sauces, drinks and more.  Available for pick 
up, delivery or we can set-up and serve 
at your event.  Everything you need in one 
delicious package.

valeriesbridalboutique.com | 904.374.2825

Valerie’s Bridal Boutique

Valeries Bridal Boutique is a family owned 
bridal shop serving Jacksonville, Florida. We 
offer sincere customer service assisting brides 
in finding the dream gown for their special day.
 
We also provide tuxedo rentals, formal wear 
and all bridal accessories. Valerie’s Bridal 
Boutique also offers full alteration services for 
all bridal and formal attire. Located at 3733 
Southside Blvd. Ste 2., Jax, FL 32216.

sawgrassmarriott.com | 904.285.7777

Sawgrass Marriott Golf 
Resort & Spa
Whether you’re planning an intimate 
beachfront ceremony or an elegant ballroom 
affair, the Sawgrass Marriott® Golf Resort & 
Spa is the ideal destination to begin your 
journey together. Certified Event Planners, 
custom catering menus and multiple 
memorable ceremony options - both indoors 
and out, will make planning your day a breeze.baileysdj@gmail.com | Text or Call 386.965.4940

Bailey’s Mobile DJ 
Services, LLC
We offer you only the BEST when it comes to 
Master Emcee/DJ Services. We have been 
providing perfectly memorable events to North 
Florida brides for over two decades. We will 
customize your play-list using music from any 
era or genre. We know you will remember how 
you purchased the best experience possible 
for your wedding. Please feel free to call us 
today for a complimentary consultation.

kirsikkajewelry.com | 352.353.6968

Kirsikka Jewelry

Kirsikka Jewelers is located in Gainesville, and 
has the wedding jewelry you need to express 
the deep love you have for your spouse. A 
high quality personalized customer experience 
awaits you. Each customers satisfaction is 
important, and Owner Alexis Hytonen will use 
his 18 years experience in the fine jewelry 
industry to help you decide on the perfect 
engagement and wedding ring.

bogeygrille.net | 904.285.5524

Bogey Grille

The perfect place to watch the game, enjoy 
good food, drinks and people. Fun for the 
whole family with a game room for the kids.
Located in Ponte Vedra Beach. Bring your 
entire wedding party to relax before the big 
day, or to entertain guests in town for the 
wedding. The areas best assortment of large 
screen tv’s inside and out to watch your 
favorite sports. Call ahead for reservations.

photographywithlh.com | 904.705.5311 

Photography With LH

We absolutely love all the emotions 
that come along with weddings. We are 
passionate about photography and our 
trademark is natural, relaxed images full of 
character and emotion. For all of the couples 
who ask us to capture their wedding day, 
we provide a professional but very informal 
service, consistently delivering images 
packed full of personality that reveal 
genuine characters.

barnatcottonwoodranch.com | 904.677.1350

The Barn at 
Cottonwood Ranch

Located in Callahan, FL, The Barn at 
Cottonwood Ranch offers brides a main hall, 
bridal and grooms lounge, bar, commercial 
kitchen, and fire pit. A secluded setting 
nestled amongst a 759 acre working ranch 
awaits your ceremony. Amenities and setting 
complement the elegant main hall.

 kiarashannelle.com | 904.635.8916

Kiara Shannelle 
Makeup Artistry

Kiara Shannelle is an internationally 
published makeup artist, based in 
Jacksonville, Florida and surrounding areas. 
Kiara specializes in bridal, commercial, and 
editorial makeup with over 5 years in the 
business. Kiara’s work has been featured on 
Project Runway, as well as being published in 
Vogue Italia. 

 alwayseventfulplanning.com | 407.463.3554

Always Eventful

Always Eventful creates a customized planning 
experience for weddings and special events. 
We believe no idea is too big, no detail is too 
small, and most importantly, you should have 
fun during the process!
 
Whether you’re in need of full planning, day of 
management or something in between, we’re 
here to handle the details of your special day 
so you don’t have to!

keithwatsonevents.com | 352.264.8814

Keith Watson Events

We are a full-service event production and 
design company specializing in weddings, 
social and corporate events. Cohesive 
creativity is our touchstone, and no detail 
goes unconsidered—be it stunning florals, 
unique rentals, dramatic lighting and 
draping, or full coordination. We infuse our 
vast resources and passion into the design 
and planning to ensure your special occasion 
is unique and seamless.

Bridal Boutique Caterer

Entertainment Jeweler

Hair & Makeup  Artist Restaurant

Event Planners

Photographers

Venues

A.J. Neste Photography

SouthernPines | 386.623.2451

Southern Pines

Located in the heart of North Florida, 
Southern Pines is full of natural charm, 
and certain to provide a setting that makes 
your wedding memorable. The perfect rustic 
location with an open pole barn seating 
175 positioned next to a live oak ringed 
pond this charming venue offers several 
beautiful ceremony locations on property to 
choose from.

charleskrug.com | 707.967.2223

Charles Krug Winery

At Charles Krug Winery elegance meets history 
in the heart of Napa Valley.  Your wedding 
will be breathtaking on our legendary estate. 
As one of only five Napa wineries that can 
host weddings and named one of the “best 
wedding venues in Napa Valley” by Food & 
Wine magazine, our wedding package includes 
use of our historic Carriage House, Guest 
House and Great Lawn.

themonarchstudio.com | 904.516.8203

The Monarch Studio
Monarch Studio is the premier photography 
studio in Northeast Florida.
Creatives Zach Thomas and Scott Smith 
share 30 years of experience in the 
photography world and have captured 
moments at over 800 weddings. Their team 
strives to create elegant and timeless images 
that artfully capture the moments of your 
wedding day.
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and all bridal accessories. Valerie’s Bridal 
Boutique also offers full alteration services for 
all bridal and formal attire. Located at 3733 
Southside Blvd. Ste 2., Jax, FL 32216.

sawgrassmarriott.com | 904.285.7777

Sawgrass Marriott Golf 
Resort & Spa
Whether you’re planning an intimate 
beachfront ceremony or an elegant ballroom 
affair, the Sawgrass Marriott® Golf Resort & 
Spa is the ideal destination to begin your 
journey together. Certified Event Planners, 
custom catering menus and multiple 
memorable ceremony options - both indoors 
and out, will make planning your day a breeze.baileysdj@gmail.com | Text or Call 386.965.4940

Bailey’s Mobile DJ 
Services, LLC
We offer you only the BEST when it comes to 
Master Emcee/DJ Services. We have been 
providing perfectly memorable events to North 
Florida brides for over two decades. We will 
customize your play-list using music from any 
era or genre. We know you will remember how 
you purchased the best experience possible 
for your wedding. Please feel free to call us 
today for a complimentary consultation.

kirsikkajewelry.com | 352.353.6968

Kirsikka Jewelry

Kirsikka Jewelers is located in Gainesville, and 
has the wedding jewelry you need to express 
the deep love you have for your spouse. A 
high quality personalized customer experience 
awaits you. Each customers satisfaction is 
important, and Owner Alexis Hytonen will use 
his 18 years experience in the fine jewelry 
industry to help you decide on the perfect 
engagement and wedding ring.

bogeygrille.net | 904.285.5524

Bogey Grille

The perfect place to watch the game, enjoy 
good food, drinks and people. Fun for the 
whole family with a game room for the kids.
Located in Ponte Vedra Beach. Bring your 
entire wedding party to relax before the big 
day, or to entertain guests in town for the 
wedding. The areas best assortment of large 
screen tv’s inside and out to watch your 
favorite sports. Call ahead for reservations.

photographywithlh.com | 904.705.5311 

Photography With LH

We absolutely love all the emotions 
that come along with weddings. We are 
passionate about photography and our 
trademark is natural, relaxed images full of 
character and emotion. For all of the couples 
who ask us to capture their wedding day, 
we provide a professional but very informal 
service, consistently delivering images 
packed full of personality that reveal 
genuine characters.

barnatcottonwoodranch.com | 904.677.1350

The Barn at 
Cottonwood Ranch

Located in Callahan, FL, The Barn at 
Cottonwood Ranch offers brides a main hall, 
bridal and grooms lounge, bar, commercial 
kitchen, and fire pit. A secluded setting 
nestled amongst a 759 acre working ranch 
awaits your ceremony. Amenities and setting 
complement the elegant main hall.

 kiarashannelle.com | 904.635.8916

Kiara Shannelle 
Makeup Artistry

Kiara Shannelle is an internationally 
published makeup artist, based in 
Jacksonville, Florida and surrounding areas. 
Kiara specializes in bridal, commercial, and 
editorial makeup with over 5 years in the 
business. Kiara’s work has been featured on 
Project Runway, as well as being published in 
Vogue Italia. 

 alwayseventfulplanning.com | 407.463.3554

Always Eventful

Always Eventful creates a customized planning 
experience for weddings and special events. 
We believe no idea is too big, no detail is too 
small, and most importantly, you should have 
fun during the process!
 
Whether you’re in need of full planning, day of 
management or something in between, we’re 
here to handle the details of your special day 
so you don’t have to!

keithwatsonevents.com | 352.264.8814

Keith Watson Events

We are a full-service event production and 
design company specializing in weddings, 
social and corporate events. Cohesive 
creativity is our touchstone, and no detail 
goes unconsidered—be it stunning florals, 
unique rentals, dramatic lighting and 
draping, or full coordination. We infuse our 
vast resources and passion into the design 
and planning to ensure your special occasion 
is unique and seamless.

Bridal Boutique Caterer

Entertainment Jeweler

Hair & Makeup  Artist Restaurant

Event Planners

Photographers

Venues

A.J. Neste Photography

SouthernPines | 386.623.2451

Southern Pines

Located in the heart of North Florida, 
Southern Pines is full of natural charm, 
and certain to provide a setting that makes 
your wedding memorable. The perfect rustic 
location with an open pole barn seating 
175 positioned next to a live oak ringed 
pond this charming venue offers several 
beautiful ceremony locations on property to 
choose from.

charleskrug.com | 707.967.2223

Charles Krug Winery

At Charles Krug Winery elegance meets history 
in the heart of Napa Valley.  Your wedding 
will be breathtaking on our legendary estate. 
As one of only five Napa wineries that can 
host weddings and named one of the “best 
wedding venues in Napa Valley” by Food & 
Wine magazine, our wedding package includes 
use of our historic Carriage House, Guest 
House and Great Lawn.

themonarchstudio.com | 904.516.8203

The Monarch Studio
Monarch Studio is the premier photography 
studio in Northeast Florida.
Creatives Zach Thomas and Scott Smith 
share 30 years of experience in the 
photography world and have captured 
moments at over 800 weddings. Their team 
strives to create elegant and timeless images 
that artfully capture the moments of your 
wedding day.
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hendersonbeachresort.com | 855.741.2777

The Henderson 
A Salamander Beach 
& Spa Resort
The Henderson is considered one of the best 
destination wedding locations on Florida’s 
Emerald Coast in desirable Destin, FL. With 
private white sand beaches and over 200 
acres of private preservation, the resort 
can accommodate intimate weddings to 
elegant events up to 400 guests. Customized 
wedding packages will be designed to create 
a couples’ special day.

embassysuites.com | 904.461.9004

Embassy Suites 
by Hilton St. Augustine Beach 
Oceanfront Resort

This is the perfect setting for your dream 
oceanfront wedding. Our experienced staff will 
tend to every detail from accommodations 
for your guests and rehearsal preparations to 
reception rooms and banquet options. We will 
do everything possible to create a stunning 
and unforgettable event. Highlights include 
ocean views, beautiful outdoor spaces and 
on-site catering.

Severine Photography

 silveradoresort.com | 707.257.0200

The Silverado 
Resort & Spa

The Silverado Resort & Spa in Napa Valley, 
CA is the ultimate destination wedding 
location in the heart of wine country. The 
resort offers several wedding venue options 
from intimate ceremonies in the vineyard to 
larger events in the grand ballroom. A full 
service wedding team assists in planning the 
perfect wedding weekend.

westgateresorts.com | 321.783.2230

The Westgate

The Westgate Cocoa Beach is a luxury resort 
hotel located on Florida’s breathtaking 
Space Coast.  Couples can choose from 
several restaurant and bar venue options 
at the world-famous Cocoa Beach Pier for 
the reception & wedding. The Westgate is an 
oceanfront all villa resort with two-bedroom 
accommodations, water park and lazy river.

sweetwaterinn.com | 352.373.6760

Sweetwater Branch Inn

Nestled in historic downtown Gainesville, 
Sweetwater Branch Inn’s lush, manicured 
gardens complete with a colonnade and 
gazebo flourish beside the spacious McKenzie 
Reception Hall - capable of hosting an on-site 
reception for up to 250 guests.

With delicious custom catering and 25 suites 
and cottages for guest lodging, Sweetwater is 
your gorgeous total package.

chateauelan.com | 678.425.0900

Chateau Elan 
Winery & Resort

Less than a six hour drive, or quick flight 
from Jacksonville Airport is the pristine 
Chateau Elan. Romantic vineyards, classic 
French architecture and amenities abound 
for your event. With several event locations 
on property to choose from. You and your 
wedding guests are certain to be dazzled.

Venues

napavalleyballoons.com | 707.204.3778

Napa Valley Balloons

Napa Valley Balloons takes exploring wine 
country to new heights! Touring the Napa 
Valley region from around 2,200 feet is 
absolutely amazing and Napa Valley Balloons 
is the area’s preferred hot air balloon 
company. Flights are available for intimate 
parties of 2 up to 16 guests for larger affairs.   

Hot  Air Balloons

sweetascyn.net | cynthia@sweetascyn.net

Sweet As Cyn
Bakery & Café

With 20 years of experience, this Mother 
and Daughter Duo have taken their love for 
baking and decorating to the next level.
 
From starting as a Home Bakery, into 
opening a full service Bakery & Cafe they are 
able to customize cakes to perfectly pair with 
your wedding theme.

Bakery






